Burlington Infant School Science Progression

Working Scientifically Skills

EYFS

Year 1

Year 2

Year 3

Demonstrate curiosity about
the world around them and
begin to ask questions.

Use senses and simple
equipment to explore the
world around them e.g.
binoculars, magnifying
glasses.

Make direct comparisons.
Identify, sort and group.
Record observations by
drawing, taking photographs,
using sorting rings etc.

With support, use their
observations to suggest
answers to questions.

Talk to an adult about what
they have found out.

Ask simple questions and
recognise that they can be

answered in different ways.

Use simple equipment and
their senses to observe
closely.

Perform simple tests to
explore a question or idea.
Identify and classify.
Gather and record data in
simple templates to help in
answering questions.
Including photographs,
labelling photographs etc.
Use their observations and
ideas fo suggest answers to
questions.

Ask simple questions and
with support suggest ways
o discover an answer,
recognising some questions
can be answered in
different ways.

Use simple equipment to
observe closely, including
changes over time.

Perform simple comparative
tests.

Identify, group and classify.
Gather and record data in
appropriate ways to help in
answering questions.

Report on and record
findings as drawings,
photographs, labelled
diagrams, orally or in simple
prepared tables or charts.
Use their observations and
ideas to suggest answers to
questions noticing
similarities, differences and
patterns.

Ask relevant questions that can
be explored further using
different types of scientific
enquiry.

Use a range of equipment to
make accurate measurements
and/or careful, systematic
observations.

Plan and carry out simple
practical enquiries, comparative
and fair tests relevant to the
questions or ideas they are
investigating, with support.
Gather, record, classify and
present data in a variety of
ways to help in answering
questions.

Record findings using scientific
language, drawings, labelled
diagrams, keys, charts and
tables.

Use results to draw simple
conclusions, make predictions
and raise further questions.
Identify any differences,
similarities or changes related
to scientific ideas.

Use straightforward scientific
evidence to answer questions
and support their findings.




Animals, including Humans

EYFS

Year 1

Year 2

Year 3

Identify and name different
animals.

Identify some parts of the
human body.

Identify and hame a variety
of common animals including
fish, amphibians, reptiles,
birds and mammals.
Identify and name a variety
of common animals that are
carnivores, herbivores and
omnivores.

Describe and compare the
structure of a variety of
common animals (fish,
amphibians, reptiles, birds
and mammals, including
pets).

Identify, name, draw and
label the basic parts of the
human body and say which
part of the body is
associated with each sense.

Notice that animals, including
humans, have of fspring which
grow into adults.

Find out about and describe
the basic needs of animals,
including humans, for survival
(water, food and air).
Describe the importance for
humans of exercise, eating
he right amounts of
different types of food, and
hygiene.

Identify that animals,
including humans, need the
right types and amount of
nutrition, and that they
cannot make their own food;
they get nutrition from what
they eat.

Identify that humans and
some other animals have
skeletons and muscles for
support, protection and
movement.




Living Things and their Habitats

EYFS

Year 1

Year 2

Year 3

Explore, name and draw
some animals in the
surrounding natural
environment.

Explore and compare the
differences between things
that are living, dead and
things that have never been
alive.

Identify that most living
things live in habitats to
which they are suited and
describe how different
habitats provide for the
basic needs of different
kinds of animals and plants,
and how they depend on each
other.

Identify and name a variety
of plants and animals in their
habitats, including
microhabitats.

Describe how animals obtain
their food from plants and
other animals, using the idea
of a simple food chain, and
identify and name different
sources of food.




Seasonal Changes

EYFS Year 1 Year 2 Year 3
Play and explore outside in Observe changes across the
all seasons and in different four seasons.
weather. Observe and describe
Name the four seasons. weather associated with
Identify the weather the seasons and how the
associated with the seasons. day length varies.
Observe living things
throughout the year.
Observe the weather
throughout the year.

Materials
EYFS Year 1 Year 2 Year 3

Explore and make objects
from a range of different
materials.

Distinguish between an
object and the material
from which it is made.
Identify and name a variety
of everyday materials,
including wood, plastic,
glass, metal, water and
rock.

Describe the simple
physical properties of a
variety of everyday
materials.

Compare and group
together a variety of
everyday materials on the
basis of their simple
physical properties.

Identify and compare the
suitability of a variety of
everyday materials, including
wood, metal, plastic, glass,
brick, rock, paper and
cardboard for particular
uses.

Find out about how the
shapes of solid objects made
from some materials can be
changed by squashing,
bending, twisting and
stretching.




Plants

EYFS

Year 1

Year 2

Year 3

Explore, name and draw
some plants in the
surrounding natural
environment.

Identify and hame a variety
of common wild and garden
plants, including deciduous
and evergreen trees.
Identify and describe the
basic structure of a variety
of common flowering plants,
including frees.

Observe and describe how
seeds and bulbs grow into
mature plants.

Find out and describe how
plants need water, light and a
suitable temperature o grow
and stay healthy.

Identify and describe the
functions of different parts
of flowering plants: roots;
stem/trunk; leaves; and
flowers.

Explore the requirements of
plants for life and growth
(air, light, water, nutrients
from soil, and room to grow)
and how they vary from
plant to plant.

Investigate the way in which
water is transported within
plants.

Explore the part that
flowers play in the life cycle
of flowering plants, including
pollination, seed formation
and seed dispersal.




